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made him appreciate afterwards the remark of the
Crown Prince of Prussia in the Franco-German
War: "You are the hardest worker among us, for
when our work is over and we can go to sleep, you
have to begin again and describe what has been
done 1 " As he wrote, his well-meaning but exas-
perating advisers retired one by one with the final
injunction in most cases to ''shut up and go to sleep,1'
and soon all the sound that came to him was the
sonorous breathings of his friends in the straw. He
struggled on till the candle " disappeared in the bottle
like a stage demon through a trap door/'

In the account he wrote that night he used a phrase
which ought to last as long as the Army. In
describing the manner in which a charge of the
Russian cavalry was met by the Highlanders he said
" The ground flies beneath their horses' feet ;
gathering speed at every stride, they dashed on
towards that thin red streak topped with a line of steel."
If the phrase, the "thinred line"* into which Russell
afterwards changed his words, was at any time in
danger of being forgotten, Mr. Rudyard Kipling has
ensured its survival.

On November 4th, the day before the Battle of
Inkerman, Russell had the first of his rare encounters
with Lord Cardigan. As he was riding down from
his tent at headquarters to Balaclava, he met Lord
Cardigan, in Hussar uniform, and a man in a flat-
brimmed top hat, frock coat, and overalls strapped
over patent leather boots. This was Mr. de Burgh,
known to the London world as " The Squire" The
two had just landed from the yacht whence Lord
Cardigan commanded the Light Cavalry Brigade.
* See Appendix.